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Y BONNTTUER, T 165 The |
+ nushreoming publication of
Central.

~ names ot U.S§,
5 Inteliigence  Agency em-
- ployees serving abroad has
. caused a inarked decline in
i the aiready low morale of
¥ agency personnelvverseas.
ficials in several overseas
locations, most of whem were

o still trying to stiff-upper-lip

3 the CIA's public image

#.problems just' a few months :
privatejy:

- ago, onow
4 acknowledge that there has

+: been a dramatic drop in
.- orale in recent weeks that is

i, not ohly affecting theageney's

personal strain as weil,

" “1t's like Berlin right after
_the war,” one veteran official
> said.
i driving with one eye on the

9} reP gl

-

“:rearview mirror. The nervous -
- ténsion slips back inio your °
¢ Jife 'and you bring all that:
. home with you to thefamily at -

; night.” .
2. Interviews in recent week
- with a number of officials
- close to the U.S. intelligence
+ service indicated that the
syear-long expose of CIA

the press had already created
. serious problems, not just in
the office, but at home for an

.- increasing number of agency

“workers. :

-1 'The concern most often

"“mentioned was about teenage
children who now questioned

- - how their father made a living

/., and why, even if he wasn't a

£ spy, didhe work for the CIA.

That kind of problem, rarely

T-discussed openly, has now
~~been heightened for many
+ families with the publication
-.of names of CIA employees, -
“"most of whom are not spies, -
> but who now feel the threat

that an assassin or terrorist

. could strike haphazardly at-
i.-their family. T

Under = different  cjr--
cumstances, the publication of
employee names or addresses
would be viewed with concern
but not alarm, sources say, it

- has, in fact, happened before

- insome countries.

But the murder of CIA

Western intelligence of- -

. ability to gather intelligence -
; but that is-causing severe

*“You suddenly start

»wrong doing by Congress and

NCI4 Morale

N

.
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v
.
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station chiel Richard Welch
outside his home in Athens on
Christmas Eve ‘“*has given
rather dramatic proportions
to this thing. Publishing
names is a very, very bad
thing to be doing now. It's
becoming fashionable and it's
going to geuerate another

TNy e

murder,”” one senior official .

said. .

The expectation that more ;

murders will follow is widely
shared by other intelligence
officers.

“Nobody's panicked,” said

another veleran officer, “but
the thing is gnawing away at
us. The impact is beginning to
show. The congressional
review, the whole hoopla for
more than a year now, was

having a wearing-down effect.’

Now, rightly or wrongly, there
is the new element of danger
due to Welch and the
publishing of names. There
has been a quantuni increase
in depression and concern and
nobody seems able to help or
to stop what is undoubtedly
ruining our ability to gather
intelligence.” :

Another source said, “It's

like they are using the

teongressional) assassination
report aimost as a backdropto
the attemnpts against us. The
agency has vreally been
shattered. We are going to
need a ot of forthright
executive support torecover.”

Where the CIA’s most
recent troubles will Jead, in
terms of its ability to operate
overseas, is in doubt. Some
officers feel that the
widespread disclosure of

employee identities will
almost certainly serve to
"drive the agency un-
derground. .

r

**One can only stop it by~

doing a better job of hiding
CIA personnel,” says one
officer.

The job of providing and
keeping up a good ceover, or

hidden identity. however.-

takes an enormous amount of
time, several sources say.
This takes away from the time

an agent can spend gathering -

intelligenceand would weaken
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timers well bef _
rash of disclosures,

But chances are that new
officers coming into the field
will be given much better
cover, it Is felt, which wiil not
allow them to be picked so
easily out of State Department
registers  or  embassy
telephone books. .

If there are other murders,

- some sources feel, people will

leave the agency, as some
reportedly already are on the

. brink of doing. But others feel
there will be a proteclive .

conservative backlash, not
only in the United States but
even in Western countries
where there is little sympathy
at the moment for the CIA,

Although many individual
disclosures over the past vear
of CIA domestic surveillance
and assassination plotting
have been more startling, the
fmpact of the Welch murder
and publication of hundreds of
names, primarily by leftist
publications, seem to be the
straw that is breaking the
back of CIA morale in the
field.

In France and England,
where more than 70 CiA

names hawve been disclosed i
each country, there is little

canger felt by CIA people.

The problein is much more
serious in countries such as
Greece, Portugal, Spain and
Italy. There are strong anti-

"American feelings afoot in

these areas and political

assassination is viewed as ‘
possible. ) o
© A similar fear exists here in

West Germany, where no
alleged CIA pames have been
published but where a

“troublesorne but smatl band of
- terrorists operates. :
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~agents in France published

thus far by the
magazine Liberation,
There is concern in several
U.S. embassies that in the
ruslr to publish, legitimate
diplomatic corps employees .
are being wrongly identified
as CiA agents. There is also
frustration at what is viewed

leftist

“as a public lailure to un- .

derstand that only a relatively -
small percentage of CIA
employees are engaged in
spying while most serve as
analysts or laison men with
allied intelligence services.

Some serious pessimism js
surlacing aboul the future, at
least among some intelligence
veterans. .

One senior officer ex-
plaired: “There is obviously |
some cold warrior in us -
because most of us still
believa that the ohjective of >
the Soviet Union has not
changed in 30 years and that
objective is to get the United
Btates out of Europe. Riglit
now, they are geitng some
help.” . :

“It has surely putacrimpin
the elan, the willingness of
officers to meet and take -
advantage of an opportunity -
at any hour or place. A lot of
us have dealt with defectors
and even saved some people’s
lives, and it's been done with
the conviction that the in-
formation helped maintainthe
vitality of the Western
alliance.

*Now,” he went on. “that .
commitment appears to have
worn away, evervthing the
West does is corrupt and.
wrong in the press. What is .,

hat huge Soviet aimy in East .
Germany going to do? That's
a legitimate question that
even the left-wing journalists

. blowing these names would
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